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Medical Support in Disasters and the Role of Nurse Practitioner in Japan
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Summary: Under the circumstances where the scale of natural disasters has expanded due to global warming and other
effects, the issue of providing effective support to the affected people in the region is gaining significance. The importance
of medical professionals' response to natural disasters has increasingly been recognized not only for treating injured
patients but also for supporting medical facilities, including welfare and nursing care facilities. In countries where nurse
practitioners (NPs) are abundant, NPs can contribute to enhancing physicians' surge capacity during disasters. In Japan,
however, the direct application of foreign models is not possible because of the small number of NPs and the regulatory
limitation placed upon them, which prevents them from performing medical procedures at disaster sites. Instead, NPs in
Japan are expected to play a coordinating role during disasters, because they understand the working modalities of other
medical professions and specialties. It is important to share and accumulate the activities of NPs during disasters, discuss
the direction of appropriate support methods, and put them into action.
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