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Nursing Students’ Observations of Postoperative Patients

—Analysis of Sketches of a Postoperative Patient Simulator —
Fumiko SAKATA, Takako SAKAMOTO, Kazumi FUKUDA
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Abstract:  [Purpose] The purpose of this study was to obtain suggestions for education to improve nursing students’
postoperative patient monitoring skills by examining students’ sketches of the postoperative care monitoring process based on a
patient simulator.

[Methods] The sample for the study consisted of worksheets completed by 61 participants who were second year students in the
School of Nursing at University A and who had completed Adult Nursing Theory I. We analyzed worksheets on which participants
made sketches of the postoperative patient simulator. A check-list was used to collect data from the drawings and notes on the
worksheets. The data were analyzed by summing the scores for each item.

[Results] The analysis revealed that 80% of the students observed the electrocardiography monitor and the oxygen saturation,
respiratory rate, pulse rate, body temperature, and blood pressure displayed on its screen; intermittent pneumatic compression
device; and drain. In contrast, only about 10% observed the oxygen flow rate and the drainage volume and color. Rather few
students observed the pressure and frequency of compressions (per minute) of the intermittent pneumatic compression device
and the preset temperature of the electrical blanket.

[Discussion] The students made observations during recall of previously acquired knowledge of physical assessment, practical
training experiences, and what they learned in lectures. To improve students’ observation skills, it is necessary to provide more
effective lectures and practical training by having students recall what they observed during practice and providing additional
explanations in lectures..
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